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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is in response to the RCE/amendment filed 08/23/07. 
Claims 1-3, 5-6, 11-15 have been amended. 

2. Claim 10 has the status identifier of "Currently Amended", but there is 
no change in the claim. Therefore, claim 10 is treated as being not 
amended. Applicant is required to indicate in the next response if this is an 
error. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smeets et al. (US 7,020,456) in view of Lewis 
(6,526,506). Smeets discloses a method and system for network 
configuration in a wireless network, i.e., a Bluetooth network, comprising an 
access point device (fig. 2, element 202) and at least one client terminal 
(fig. 2, element 201; col. 9, lines 33-53). 

Regarding claim 1 being representative of claims 2, 6-9, and 11-15, 
Smeets specifically discloses a method comprising: 

an access point device receiving a network configuration request for 
configuring a new wireless network comprising the access point device and 
at least one client terminal (fig. 5a, step 503; col. 12, lines 11-29); 

a first link establishing step of establishing, between the access point 
device and a client terminal, a first wireless communication link through a 
first encrypted communication that does not require an authentication 
process (fig. 5a, step 509; col. 12, lines 52-64); 

a sending step of sending authentication data from said access point 
device to said client terminal in a state where the first wireless 
communication link through said first encrypted communication is 
established, i.e., sending the link key from the access point device to the 
client terminal wherein the link key is encrypted using a shared initialization 
key (fig. 5a, step 509; col. 12, lines 52-64); 
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a link discarding step of discarding the first wireless communication 
link through said first encrypted communication between said access point 
device and said client terminal in response to the sending of the 
authentication data to the client terminal by the access point device at said 
sending step, i.e., no longer using the shared initialization key (col. 13, lines 
5-14); and 

a second link establishing step of establishing, between said access 
point device and said client terminal, a second wireless communication link 
through a second encrypted communication (fig. 5a, step 513) that requires 
an authentication process using the authentication data sent to said client 
terminal after discarding the first communication link at said link discarding 
(fig. 5a, step 512; col. 13, lines 5-14). 

Smeets does not disclose a determination step of determining whether 
or not the client terminal is authorized to be configured in the network with 
the access point device. Lewis discloses a method for network configuration 
in a wireless network comprising an access point device and at least one 
client terminal wherein after receiving a configuration request from the client 
terminal, the access point determines whether or not the client terminal is 
authorized to be configured in the network with the access point device; and 
the access point denies the request if the client terminal is not authorized 
(fig. i; fig. 11, steps 300-304; col. 16, lines 48-65). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Smeets method such that the access point determines whether or 
not the client terminal is authorized to be configured in the network with the 
access point device, and the access point denies the request if the client 
terminal is not authorized, as taught by Lewis. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to prevent unauthorized client terminals from gaining 
access to the network. 

Regarding claims 3-5, Smeets further discloses that the access point 
connects to multiple client terminals but the link key is only sent to a specific 
client terminal (col. 12, lines 9-20). 

Regarding claim 10, Smeets does not disclose that the link key shared 
between the access point and the client terminal is effective only for a period 
of time. Lewis discloses that a key shared between the access point and the 
client terminal is effective for only a period of time (col. 12, lines 35-48). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Smeets method such that the link key shared 
between the access point and the client terminal is effective only for a period 
of time, as taught by Lewis. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
limit the damage in the event the key was compromised. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Minh Dinh whose telephone number 
is 571-272-3802. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 
10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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